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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Wednesday Vespers 
Worship 
6:30 PM 

  
Sunday Worship              

9:00 AM 
  
  

  

  
 

PASTOR 
  

Rev. Stephen Preus 
Home Phone:319-472-2898 

 
  

OUR STAFF 
  

Peggy Billings 
Youth and Family Director 

319-488-0322 
  

Nancy Hughes 
Office Secretary  
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   The Angel Tree has returned again 

   this year.  If you would like to buy 

   Christmas gifts for those less  

   fortunate, please see the tags hanging 

   on the tree in the overflow room.  

   Please return your gifts wrapped and 

under the tree no later than Wednesday, December 19th with 

the identification tags firmly attached.  Please include gift 

receipts if possible.  Thank you for your generosity,  

The Board of Evangelism and Human Care 
  

 
 

 

Congregation 
Potluck 
Sunday, 

December 2nd 
 

This month’s 

theme:  Chili  
(and the popular 

Chili Dump) 
 

The first Sunday of 
each month; please 
join us after Sunday 

School and Bible 
Class to share a 

meal in the  
Parish Hall. 

Come to Bible Class 
and stay for Lunch! 

 

Saturday, 

December 1st 

 9:00 a.m. 
You’re invited! 

 

 

December Special Services 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight - Mon. Dec. 24th, 6:30 p.m. 

Christmas Day Divine Worship with Communion -  
        Tuesday, Dec. 25th, 9:00 a.m. 

New Year’s Eve Vespers - Monday, Dec. 31st, 6:30 p.m. 

mailto:trinityvinton@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 
 
 

 

 

TThhee  PPeeooppllee  PPaaggee  
                  

  

  

 2.  Shirley Schwartz 

 3.  Diana Hall 
 5.  Dean Good, Ashley Hesson, 

 Annie Sysouchanh 
 6.  Jewel Paine, Pam Petersen 

 8.  Mariann Kerkman 

10.  Rick Happel 
11.  Lily Ann Hesson, Jim Salger 

12.  Austin Keil 
13.  Nick Schminke 

14.  Anne Happel, Linda Hilleshiem, 
 Nancy Scott 

15.  Andrew Elwick, Charlene Berzinski, 

 Ethan Dedrick, Joyce Staab 
17.  Dave Dietrich, Kaylin Winsor 

 
    
  
    
    
     

    
    

  

18.  Isabell Graveman,  

 Michael Hammond, 
 Cheryl Thacker 

19.  Mike Burkhart 
21.  Curt Lamont 

23.  Curstie Ingram, DiAnna Gerdes, 

 Chelsie Lensch, Jack Wayson 
26.  Becky Fisher, Nadine Hanneman, 

 Cheryl Keil 
27.  Maude Hilleshiem, Seth Inman 

29.  Carilyn Appleby 
30.  Michelle Bendickson,  

 Sharon McAvan 

31.  Judy Howe, Bryce Shaw 
 

  
14.  Jim and Rita Fix 
26.  Nate and Ashley Hesson 
31.  Rick and Dee Happel 

 

 

 

 

   Voters at the November 11 Annual Meeting elected the following to serve on the  

   Board of Directors for 2019: 
   Officers: 
   Chairman  Matt Salger 

   Vice Chairman Nathan Hesson 

   Head Elder Brett Caspers 

   Board Secretary Claudette Alpers 

   Treasurer  Nancy Hughes 

   Boards: 

   Elders   Matt Berninghaus 

   Ushers   Dean Good 

   Properties  Steve Stulken 

   Education  Amy Salger 

   Evangelism / Human Care Peggy Billings 

   Stewardship  Connie Gill, Nancy Hughes (complete Gail Gerber’s term) 

   Finance   Steve Stulken 

   Auxiliaries  Nancy Good 

   Memorial Committee Carilyn Appleby 

 

Thank You to the following people for their past service on the Board of Directors: 
Jim Billings Becky Fisher Tim Bahr  Chris Staab Wendy Haefner Gail Gerber 

    

December 

Birthdays 

December Anniversaries 

Membership update 
 

New Members:  
Sharon and Robert Phillips 
1007 E 16th St, Vinton IA  52349  
Transfer from St.John Lutheran, Keystone 

 
 

 



            

 

Putting God in a Box 
By Pastor Preus 

 

 
You may have heard the expression, “You can’t put God in a box!” What people sometimes mean when they say this is that 

God is able to do far more than we think He can. He is infinite, thus He is too big to be placed in a box. So, Solomon states, 

“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house 

that I have built!” (1 Kings 8:27).  

 

The problem with this expression, however, is that many liberal Christians like to use it to say that God is bigger than any one 

religion. Such people we call religious relativists. To the religious relativist all religious beliefs depend on a person’s 

perspective on things, but each religion is equally valid; one person might find his god in Hinduism, another in Islam, and yet 

another in the Trinity. To the religious relativist no one religion can claim to have the absolute truth. “Who are you to say that 

God can’t lead people to heaven through Islam and Hinduism? God can do anything! You can’t put God in a box!” So the 

reasoning goes. 

  

Somebody should have told the virgin Mary that she couldn’t put God in a box. Because she literally did just that! She, too, had 

heard that “nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37). Nothing! Not even the birth of the Son of God by means of a 

virgin teenage girl! The angel said to Mary: 

 

Fear not, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus. 

 
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give 

to him the throne of his father David, 
 
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 

be no end (Luke 1:30-33). 

 

Mary was amazed! “How will this be,” she asked, “since I am a virgin?” (Luke 1: 34). The angel told her how this would take 

place, saying, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 

be born will be called holy—the Son of God” (Luke 1: 35). 

  

Nine months later the virgin Mary gave birth to God’s Son made flesh. She gave birth to Immanuel, which means “God with 

us” (Matthew 1:23). She bore “her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger” (Luke 

2:7). Mary put God in a box! 

 

Jesus Christ is God in the flesh. “For in Him all the fullness of the deity dwells bodily” (Colossians 2:9). Jesus Christ is fully 

man, born of the virgin Mary, and fully God, begotten of the Father from eternity. This means that God was not only put in a 

box. God was also a growing fetus in His mother’s womb! God was born of a woman in a stable! God cuddled up in Mary’s 

arms! God nursed from His virgin mother! God was wrapped in swaddling clothes! God is flesh of our flesh and bone of our 

bones! 

 

We can try to speculate about who God is by means of our own logic and human reason. But such speculation leads us to no 

certainty about who God is. Such speculation might tell us that God exists, that He has commandments we should follow, that 

He is the one who allows evil to happen or who doesn’t appear to be doing anything to help us in this world full of sin and 

sickness, death and destruction. The religious relativists who tell us that we can’t put God in a box would have us speculate 

about who God is and question what He’s up to until our dying day. 

 

But Christians stand firmly against such nonsense. Our God is not revealed in our speculations. Rather, our God has revealed 

Himself in Jesus Christ. If you want to know God, you want to know Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself says, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). Again He says, “Whoever has seen me has seen 

the Father,” (John 14:9) and again, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). Jesus is the only way we know God. “He is the 

radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature” (Hebrews 1:3). When we know Jesus, we know God! 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastor’s Christmas Message, continued 

Jesus Christ is Immanuel. He is “God with us” in flesh and blood. But why? Why is “God with us”? So that He can turn our 

speculative, sinful hearts to the certain truth that God is for us in Jesus Christ. 

 

For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of His cross (Colossians 1:19-20). 

 

God’s Son became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14) so that He could make peace between God and man. Our sins are not 

counted against us because they were counted against Jesus instead. St. Paul says, “For our sake God made Him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). “By the blood of [Christ’s] 
cross” we are reconciled to God, the Father, holy and righteous in His sight. 

 

We not only say that Mary bore God, nursed God, and laid God in a manger. We also say that God died on the cross. God was 

laid in a tomb. God burst His three day prison and rose from the dead! God ascended back into heaven, even as He descended 

into the womb of the virgin Mary, “and He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead” (Nicene Creed). 

 

Does that mean that God is no longer with us? Jesus is not in the manger anymore. He is not on the cross or in the tomb. He is 

ascended into heaven. So that must mean that He is no longer “God with us,” right?  

 

Wrong. Thanks be to God that is wrong! God remains with us. Just as surely as He was in the virgin’s womb; just as surely as 

Mary nursed Him; just as surely as His body hung on the cross and laid in the tomb and was raised from the dead; so He is still 

“God with us.” 

 

Jesus is “God with us” in His Word and Sacraments. You can’t see Him, I know. Neither can I. This is where faith in God’s 

Word comes in. He tells you “This is My body given for you…This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins” (1 Corinthians 11:23-25). The bread Jesus gives is His body. The wine Jesus gives is His blood. This 

is how God is with us. He comes to us in approachable means of bread and wine with His very body and blood to forgive us. 

How is this so? I do not know. No more than I know how God could be placed in a box! But He was. And now He continues to 

come to us and is placed in us. Jesus is “God with us,” with us to forgive us. 

 

This December—really, all year—come to where God is with us. The shepherds left work and left home to go to the manger. 

You, too, leave work and home and come. Come not to the manger or the cross or the empty tomb. Jesus is not there anymore. 

He is where He promised to be. He is wherever His Word is purely preached and His Sacraments rightly administered. So come 

to Trinity and find “God with us.” 

 

This article was inspired by a lengthier article called “God in a Box” by Pr. Todd Wilken in the Winter,  
2011 edition of Issues, Etc. Journal.  

You can find it online here: http://issuesetc.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/JOURNAL-WINTER-2011.pdf.  It’s worth a read! 

 

 

 

 

    

 

  

http://issuesetc.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/JOURNAL-WINTER-2011.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

            TLC  Preschool 
 

The Savior is coming! 
 

In the midst of planning Christmas celebrations, holiday decorating  
and purchasing gifts, we all must focus on the true meaning of Christmas. 
As we watch and hear the children learn about Christmas, we feel blessed 
to be a part of their learning experience.  Sharing gifts at our gift exchange teaches the children the 
feeling of giving to others much like Jesus, coming to give us salvation. 
 

Our 4’s Christmas program will take place on Friday, December 21st at 10:30 a.m.  This will be a 
celebration of what the children have learned about Jesus and the reason we celebrate Christmas. 
 

During this month the children will hear the Christmas story and the miracle that happened in a small 
stable.  The song “In A Little Stable” is already being sung by the children.  The verses of this song tell 
the story and the children sing it beautifully. 
 

Take time out from the busy holiday preparations to relax and prepare your heart for the Christ Child. 
 

“Unto you is born…a Savior who is Christ the Lord.”  Luke 2:11 
Christmas Blessings, 

Gail Gerber 
 

 

 

          

Iowa District East   
 

Middle School Retreat & Snow-lympics!  January 25-26 
 

If you would like more information about this retreat, please contact  
Peggy Billings 319-472-3322, or call the church office. 

 

                                                
 

              The Altar Guild is looking for new members.   
                                               This spiritual task is not at all difficult and usually takes not more than one to         
                         two hours per week for each week of the month you are serving.  We have two 
              people assigned to each month.  The members currently serve two or three 
              different months for the year.   
              The duties are very simple.  We dust and vacuum from the communion railing
              to the rock wall.  We check to make sure the paraments are clean and ironed  
and the correct color is on.  We clean the communion ware after worship on Sundays and other special 
services when communion is offered.  Twice a year as a group, we lemon oil the wood pieces on the altar 
and clean the sliver, usually on a Saturday morning. 
If you can join us, we will put you with a member that has been on the Guild before.  There are also written  
instructions to guide you, or Pastor can answer any questions also.     
Please prayerfully consider joining the Altar Guild. 

 

 

 

 

PRESCHOOL FUNDRAISER 
We have 2019 calendars and a nice variety of magnetic note pads. 

They make great gifts!  See the table in the Overflow Room. 

Limited supply; thanks for your support! 
 

 



 

 

         Monthly Budget Needs: $17,908        

October Offering Income:    $14,365  

October Expenses Pd.(Budget items):  $13,223 
+  1,142  

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Year-to-Date 10/31 Budget Needs: $ 179,083 

Year-to-Date 10/31 Offering Income:   $139,769 

Year-to-Date Expenses Pd. (Budget items): $149,912 

-10,143  
          

               
 
 
 

 

2019 Offering envelopes 
         Coming Soon! 
If you don’t see a box in the overflow 
room with your name, please see  
Nancy Hughes or call the church office 
and one will be made for you. 

  

 

 

 Sunday, December 2, 11:30 a.m., Congregation Potluck, in Parish Hall. 

 Sunday, December 16, 9 a.m.  Children sing Christmas hymns during worship 

 Monday, December 17, 8:00 a.m. Listen to Pastor Preus on KFUO.org as he is a 

program guest for Sharper Iron Lectionary Study with host Pastor Jonathan Fisk. 

 Tuesday, December 18, 9:30 a.m. at the Vinton Lutheran Home “Coping with 

Dementia over Coffee and Donuts” held in the chapel.  All are welcome. 

 Monday, December 24, 6:30 p.m., Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 Tues. December 25, 9:00 a.m. Christmas Day Divine Worship with Communion  

 Monday, December 31, 6:30 p.m.  New Year’s Eve Vespers Service 

 Pick up your 2019 Offering Envelopes 
 

SUNDAY MORNING 
REFRESHMENTS 

Can you help out by providing at least 

3 dozen cookies, cupcakes, bars, 

bagels, fruit or muffins, etc.?  Please 

bring to the kitchen by 8:45 a.m. on 

Sunday.  See the sign-up sheet on the 

bulletin board in the Narthex. 

Thank you! 

 

WEEKLY CHURCH CLEANING SIGN UP 
Your help is appreciated to keep the church clean. 

You can find the sign- up sheet and instructions posted on the  
bulletin board in the Narthex.  You can do a little, or do a lot. 

Thank you! 
  

Thanks for Your Generosity! 
 

The Board of Evangelism and Human Care reports that the 
proceeds from the Family Carnival in September totaled 

$2,107.  $1,200 will be given to TLC Preschool for 2 
scholarships, $100 to a family in our congregation in need, 
and bedding will be purchased to help a local family.  If you 

have a suggestion for other recipients, please contact 

Connie Gill. 

 

 



Trinity Lutheran Church December 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1  
  9:00 am Decorate the Church 

2 Advent Begins 

  9:00 am Divine Service with 
Communion 

  10:15 am Sunday School / Bible 
Class 

  11:30 am Congregation Potluck 

3  
  7:00 pm Men's Study/Social 

Night 

4  
  1:00 pm Stewardship Board 
  7:00 pm Elders Board meeting 
  7:30 pm Evangelism/Human 

Care Board Meeting 

5  
  5:00 pm Midweek School 
  5:30 pm Vocal Choir Practice 
  6:30 pm Catechism Divine 

Worship with 
Communion 

6  
  9:00 am Bible Study 

7 Pastor's Day Off 8  

9  
  9:00 am Divine Service with 

Communion 
  10:15 am Sunday School / Bible 

Class 
  Today’s Guest:  Rev Jim Lamb  

Lutheran Family 
Services 

10  11  
  5:00 pm Preschool Board Mtg 
  7:00 pm Executive Board of 

Directors Meeting 

12  
  5:00 pm Midweek School 
  5:30 pm Vocal Choir Practice 
  6:30 pm Catechism Vespers 

Service 

13  
  9:00 am Bible Study 

14 Pastor's Day Off 15  

16  
  9:00 am Children Sing 

Christmas Hymns 
  9:00 am Divine Service with 

Communion, 
Installation of Officers 

  10:15 am Sunday School / Bible 
Class                     

17  
  7:00 pm Men's Study/Social 

Night 

18  19  
  5:00 pm Education Board Mtg 
  5:00 pm Midweek School 
  5:30 pm Vocal Choir Practice 
  6:30 pm Catechism Vespers 

Service 

20  
  9:00 am Bible Study 

21 Pastor's Day Off 22  

23  
  9:00 am Divine Service with 

Communion 
  10:15 am *NO Sunday School / 

Bible Class 

24 Christmas Eve 
    NO Preschool 
         
  6:30 pm Children Sing 
  6:30 pm Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service 

25 Christmas Day 

         NO Preschool 
 
  9:00 am Christmas Divine 

Worship with 
Communion 

26 NO Preschool 

            *NO Midweek School         
*NO Vocal ChoirPractice   
*NO Worship 

27 NO Preschool 

  9:00 am *NO Bible Study 

28 NO Preschool 

       Pastor's Day Off 

29  

30  
  9:00 am Divine Service with 

Communion 
  10:15 am *NO Sunday School / 

Bible Class 

31  New Year’s Eve
 NO Preschool 

 
  6:30 pm New Year's Eve 

Vespers Service 

     

 

Acolyte Schedule 
Sunday, Dec. 2:  Brody Berninghaus                     Wed. Dec. 5:  Landon Bierschenk 
Sunday, Dec. 9:  Sophia Kreutner  Wed. Dec. 12:  Brynn Staab 
Sunday, Dec. 16:  Jack Geiger  Wed. Dec. 19:  Kelcie Appleby 
Sunday, Dec. 23:  Blake Berninghaus     Monday, Dec. 24 (6:30 pm) Ryan DeVries 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 (9:00 am)  Gavin Salger 
Sunday, Dec. 30:  Cade Oldfather        Monday, Dec. 31 (6:30 pm) Carter Lamont 

Altar Guild          Offering Counters         Video 
Becky Fisher Connie Gill   Ashley Hesson 

Gail Gerber  Nancy Good  Eileen Kreutner 

 


